% THE FOUNDING OF THE HOLLAND CLUB INC, ™
by s Diek ZANDWYK, srs
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1960, the year it finally came about,that a HOLLAND CLUB was
founded in HOUSTON ,TFXAS,,after several endeavours to accomplish this fact
by various ® Dutolmen", ofwhich Dre Albert van WIJK, was o dedicated pioneer,
during the late 40's and thru the 50%s, During this time, ho was Vice Consul
of the Netherlands, this being an Homorary position,bestowed on him, by the late
Queen WILHELMINA,

The Consulate General of the Netherlands was located in New Orleanse lLa.
at the time and not in Houstons Texas., as now is the case.

Unfortunately, Dr van Wijk, pessed on, & couple of month before the
fouding date, on June 9the1960,, of the HOLLAND CLUB, which he hed visiomed
already many years before, and always being jealous of the Gerpans, French,Greeks
which hed accomplished such a fact, already for many , many years and ave still
growinge

There were not too many Dutch pecple around in Houston, a S0 years agoe

The few, who were, as the van Wijk's, Muller's,Frrka's, Verheul's ,
Schumacher's,Boll's, even Adams and Graves's of Victoria, Texas., knew each other
and met sometimes socially,Others were here to, as I found out later,

I had arrived here with my Family, in Houstone Tx.in February 19656
and wvas friends already with the Maller's ( Framk & Irmgard), as well as Captain
and Betty Johnson pf Galveston. Texase,from whom we received a lot of morale
support, during our first months, which we very muich appreciated, since we
arrived as Imigra ts, not knowing anybody els or anything about life and Customs
in general in the United States of America, our new home for the future,.

After & ecouple of years, having my feet solid on the m.xgoq
to lmow more and more Duteh people, some of them, who had eome here.already many
years ago and others, being sent over from Holland by SHELL OIL CO and other
Companies, as well as more and more Dutech Immigramt families( also from Indonesiaj.

Having learned, in the meantime, about the German Club's (two of them)
the Alliance Francaise and the Greek's, I thought that it was just about time
that & Club for the DUTCH, would be very nive indeed, as well,

Thru Frank Maller, I learned about Dre van Wijk, who had meamwhile
resigned, as Honorary Consul, which position in the late 50' was filled by
RFeter Cramerus, an other Dutclman,and later by Sweeney Doehring, who was an American,




I learned that Dr. van Wijk had tried many times in the
mt.toththmhhimtm.tndnbntho.mthm

However, I was determined to try to accomplish, where others
mmua.xuummmmmmmmuw.qum;mmh
poophmdumdumwmhumchuwmm‘.lmmun.ﬂth
quite a few of thems They also thought, it was & good idea and in turn weee
promoting the posibility.

Frank Maller, Jack van Caspel, Ding Dingemanse and myself
quwmmmmtomw.MMamtomm
in order to get the HOLLAND CLUB of the ground.

This informal meeting took place on MARCH 5the1960.

Quite & few of the Duteh people, after being notified and
learning about our intentions, attendeds

We stretched the point, thet our goal was to further
followship and friendship emong the persons of Duteh Ancestry and persons
interested in Duteh Customs and the Dutch laguage.

The ebove was and still is, as amended, the most important
part of the Club's By =laws.

During that informal meeting & Board was selected, consisting

i Dick Zandwyk - Pregident
Frank Maller - Vice President
Jack van Caspel - Treasurer
Ruth Kuppersleg - Secretary.

The ground work was laid, tut & lot of hard and sometimes
fustrating work, was still ahead for the presiding officers.

The first social events were plamned and consisted of
cutdoor activities in various Mrks around town, sothat the whole family eould
tale pert, These get togethers, were especisaly morale builders for the many
Imdgrant families, who had rather difficult times, to get established, md
oould,during these events, which did not require much money, forget for a while
mcmumummbmmummwmmmu
own laguage, when and where they could,

Those early members of the Club, I can not name them all,
tut they know, who they are, formed the mcleus for all those years of the
gtill exoisting Club end it is due to theit support and dedication and the
leadership of the past Presidents, listed below, that the"Holland Clud Ine"

can selibrate, its 25th Amniversary, this June 1985.
gsec page "3"



list of Presidents 3

Dick Zandwyk Sr, 1960,1961,1963
Je van Caspel 1962

HWe van Voorthmysen 1964
DeSchoema ker 1965
GeSclmbacy 1966

We vean Loolmigen 1967
ReReDi jkstre 1968
CeHoogendem 1969
CeHorben 1970,1971
PyStaats 1972,1973
HeVogel 1974
J.Jm 1976
WeSclumuy ¢ 1977

My Bense 1978
HeStokvis 1979
g:lo'i:lﬂb I!:gg
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LeHelwig 1982, 1983
HeStokvis 1584

In those early years even before the founding of the HOLLAND CLUE, HOLLAND
"The Netherlamds", was very mwch in the Ploture here, especisaly due to the fact
that the K.L.M, ( Royal Dutoh Airlines) were negotiating about landing rights
in Houston, Texas., for its Route to Mexico City , Mexieo, which they obtained
in 1967, The Dutoh Commnity at thet time, was instrumental in signing a
petition, which was presented to the U,S.Authorities in WASHINGTON, D.C. relating
to the efforts of the K,L.M, in obtaining their goal,

Also, onbehalf of the Dutch Cemmnity, & letter was written to the
'MWMM&MM'&WM.W.‘MWMMM
of the Consulate General of the Netherlands, from New Orleans, lasto Houston, Txe
having regard for the fact that Houston was a booming city compared to New Orleans.la.

The re=location became History, and the Dutch commnity, can be proud to
Mwhonnm.nthmn,h:tmﬂhuummmmnﬁ.

The fact that Houston was and is a booming City, proved to be very true
indeed, in part of the establishing here of many large end amall DUTCH onterprises
which in fact are still growing, along with the " HOOLAND CLUB INC, ®
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